Thurrock vs. Oakway
13th March 2010

Miracle upon miracles, Oakway players assembled on time at the club house, and made an uneventful (a rarity so has to be mentioned) all the way to Thurrock. Sat Nav’s obviously helping. 

And so on a warm (finally) March morning we started the first half with 9 players, and missing our ever rock steady sweeper, Tracy at the back, anddddd needing a vital win and 3 points......the odds looked stacked up I think you could say. But on a plus point we had ‘Hopalong’ Heidi and ‘Pieces of Eight’ Joan back, after both receiving bloody injuries 2 weeks previously.

 After a few attacks from Thurrock, successfully defended by Sat Nav and her creaky but willing defence (Brave heart, Marion and a flu ridden Paulette) Oakway started to build the pressure at the other end. Alas at the half time whistle, it was still Nil point!

But lo! Is it a bird?,.. is it a plane? Well, sort of! It was Marie, hot footing it straight from New York, via Heathrow and Stansted Airports to make at least the second half! Now restored to our almost customary 10 players, Oakway started to string things together. Several shots flashed pasted Thurrock’s goal and at their rather good goalie, and had this goalie thinking we were never going to get passed her today. Also Thurrock still threatened in attack, but which I thought we handled, with much shouting, comfortably. Finally a break down the right, Anita finally put her head down and crossed a great ball for the Jet setter, Marie, to strike home! With Suzanne and Heidi and JoJo running tirelessly for her, (the time difference beginning to tell) within the next 20 mins Oakway and Marie struck again to put the game to bed at 2-0. Suzanne though obviously sharing the joy of the goal seemed a bit peeved at teas, realising she needed a hat trick to bag ‘her’ trophy! Never mind Paddy, you can show us your shooting skills next week! (
 Having needed the win, Oakway showed great team spirit to pull this away game out of the bag and now head for the last game of the season at home, needing another win and a bit of help from Thurrock (i.e.; for them to lose!) to stay up! And after the start we had to this season, that really would be a miracle! 
